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SUBJECT : GVN ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION 

1. WHEN I SAW THE PRIME MINISTER TUESDAY AFTERNOON, HE TOLD 
ME HE HAD JUST COME FROM SIX HOUR SESSION WITH THE PRESIDENT 
AND OTHERS ON ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION. PROBLEM FOCUSES ON THE 

WAY TO ORGANIZE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON REHAB ILITIATION, RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT. PRESIDENT WILL HEAD THIS COUNCIL, BUT REAL 
POWER COULD AND SHOULD REST WITH ITS SECRETARY GENERAL, WHO 
WOULD PREPARE PROGRAMS FOR COUNCIL APPROVAL. PRIME MINISTER 
SAID HE HAD SUPPORTED NGOC FOR THIS POST, BUT THAT PRESIDENT 
HAD NOT BEEN WILLING TO GO ALONG. THE DECISION APPARENTLY STILL 
HAS NOT BEEN MADE. 

2. OUR POSITION, WHICH I STATED TO PRIME MINISTER, IS IN THE 

FIRST PLACE THAT SOME ONE OFFICIAL SHOULD BE GIVEN AUTHORITY OVER 
MAIN LINES ECONOMIC POLICY. WE SAW THE COUNCIL AS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO DO THIS. AND FAVORED APPOINTING NGOC, BUT ONLY 
IF HE WERE GIVEN AN ADEQUATE STAFF AND A MANDATE TO ACT. 
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